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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Protocol Amending the Belgium- 
United States Taxation Convention 

June 21, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification, the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the King-
dom of Belgium for the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income, and 
accompanying Protocol, signed on Novem-
ber 27, 2006, at Brussels (the ‘‘proposed 
Treaty’’). The proposed Treaty will replace 
the existing income tax treaty between the 
two countries that was concluded in 1970 and 
amended by protocol in 1987. Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate is 
the report of the Department of State with 
respect to the proposed Treaty. 

The proposed Treaty eliminates the with-
holding tax on certain cross-border dividend 
payments, including dividend payments to 
pension funds. The proposed Treaty also pro-
vides for mandatory arbitration of certain 
cases brought before the competent authori-
ties. This provision is only the second of its 
kind in a proposed U.S. tax treaty. In addi-
tion, the proposed Treaty includes provi-
sions, consistent with current U.S. tax-treaty 
policy, that are designed to prevent so-called 
treaty shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the proposed 
Treaty and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 21, 2007. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Nguyen Minh Triet of 
Vietnam 
June 22, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for coming. Laura and I remember very 
fondly our trip to your beautiful country. And 
I remember so very well the warm reception 
that we received from your Government and 
the people of Vietnam. 

I explained to the President, we want to 
have good relations with Vietnam. And we’ve 
got good economic relations. We signed a 
Trade and Investment Framework Agree-
ment. And I was impressed by the growing 
Vietnamese economy. 

I also made it very clear that in order for 
relations to grow deeper that it’s important 
for our friends to have a strong commitment 
to human rights and freedom and democracy. 
I explained my strong belief that societies are 
enriched when people are allowed to express 
themselves freely or worship freely. 

I thanked the President for his continued 
cooperation on the issue of POWs and MIAs. 
I saw firsthand that cooperation when I was 
in Vietnam. We are now extending our search 
to missing remains in some of the coastal re-
gions of Vietnam. 

I also told the President that Congress re-
cently passed appropriations measures to 
help with dioxin, or Agent Orange. It has 
helped the people of his country. And, as 
well, we’re firmly committed to helping Viet-
nam in the battle against HIV/AIDS. 

And so we welcome you, Mr. President. 
And thank you for the frank and candid dis-
cussion. 

President Triet. Upon the kind invitation 
extended to me by President Bush, I have 
decided to make this official visit to the 
United States. And I would like to thank Mr. 
President for your warm and kind hospitality. 
And also, to you, I would like to extend my 
thanks to the American people for their 
warm hospitality. 

Over the last couple of days, I have had 
the fortunate opportunity to meet with a 
large number of American people and Amer-
ican businesses. And everywhere I went and 
anywhere I met, I always—I was always ex-
tended good hospitality and cooperation. 
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It’s very impressive that yesterday I had 
a chance to visit a farmer who raised grapes. 
And the life is very happy, and they have 
a warmth of feelings toward Vietnam. And 
the owner had to hug me several times, hesi-
tating to say good bye to us, and that dem-
onstrates the desire for friendship between 
our two peoples. 

And President Bush and I have had pro-
ductive and constructive discussions. And 
both sides agree that our bilateral relation-
ship has continued to develop. Especially 
since Mr. President’s last visit to Vietnam, 
our relations have witnessed a new, fine de-
velopment. On the economic front, our co-
operation has been intensified. In addition 
to that, our cooperation has also intensified 
in other areas such as humanitarian coopera-
tion, science, technology, education, and 
training. 

And I sincerely thank the U.S. Govern-
ment and people for your aid to HIV and 
AIDS patients. And we highly appreciate the 
Congress appropriations for dioxin and Agent 
Orange victims. And I believe that the in-
creased and good relationship between our 
two country would benefit not only our two 
countries but also constitute a constructive 
factor for safeguarding peace and stability in 
our region. 

And we have also discussed on specific 
measures of how to advance further our rela-
tions in a wide range of areas, be it political, 
economic, trade, investment, education, or 
training, humanitarian, et cetera. And in 
short, our relations are broadened, deepened 
on a sustainable and effective—in a sustain-
able and effective manner. And as Mr. Presi-
dent has mentioned, both sides have just 
signed a Trade Investment Framework 
Agreement, TIFA, and many other high- 
value economic agreements and contracts. 

And Mr. President and I also had direct 
and open exchange of views on a matter that 
we remain different, especially on matters re-
lated to religion and human rights. And our 
approach is that we would increase our dialog 
in order to have a better understanding of 
each other. And we are also determined not 
to let those differences afflict our overall, 
larger interest. 

And I also would like to take this oppor-
tunity to send a message to American people, 

particularly the good feelings from Viet-
namese people to American people. I would 
like to tell you that Vietnam nowadays is a 
stable, peaceful, and friendly country. And 
Vietnamese people want to have a good 
consolidarity and friendship with American 
people. And so if both peoples—both want 
peace, friendship, and solidarity, then we 
should join hands and march toward the fu-
ture. 

And on this occasion, I also would like to 
extend my warmest greetings to my fellow 
man living in the United States. And Viet-
namese Americans are part and parcel of the 
Vietnamese nation. And it is my desire to 
see them succeed, and hope they will con-
tinue to serve as a bridge of friendship be-
tween our two countries. 

And so, once again, I would like to thank 
Mr. President and the U.S. Government and 
American people for your warm hospitality. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Triet 
spoke in Vietnamese, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a Reception for Black 
Music Month 
June 22, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Rachel, thank you—thanks for coming; 
thanks for the introduction; and thanks for 
representing the United States. Proud to 
have you here. 

I want to welcome you all right here to 
the people’s house. I’m pleased you could 
join us for this annual celebration of Black 
Music Month. This is an event I’ve always 
looked forward to. It’s a chance to listen to 
some good music—[laughter]—and to be 
with some good friends. It’s an opportunity 
for us to thank artists whose work inspire our 
country. And so thanks for coming. I hope 
you enjoy the day as much as I do. 

I appreciate the fact that Alphonso is with 
us, Alphonso Jackson and Marcia. He’s the 
Secretary of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. Dr. Dorothy Height is 
with us. I’m proud you’re here, Dr. Height. 
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